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Prince Rahim visits East Africa to evaluate
AKDN’s response to environmental sustainability and climate change
Nairobi, Kenya, 25 March 2020 - In early March,
Prince Rahim, accompanied by his wife, Princess
Salwa, visited Kenya and Tanzania, to better
understand the plans and responses of the various
institutions and agencies of the Aga Khan
Development
Network
(AKDN)
towards
environmental sustainability and climate action.
Prince Rahim’s visit to Kenya took place in his
capacity as Chair of the AKDN Environment and
Climate Committee, which was recently established to develop a policy framework on
priorities related to the environment and climate change for implementation by AKDN
globally.
During their 6-day visit to Kenya, Prince Rahim and Princess Salwa visited a number of
AKDN institutions and projects to learn more about what each is doing to mitigate
environmental degradation through specific interventions such as adopting renewable energy,
harvesting rainwater, recycling waste, and planting trees.
At the Aga Khan Academy in Mombasa, Prince Rahim and Princess Salwa met with
administrators, faculty and students, where they heard about the school’s initiatives to
integrate knowledge on the environment and climate into the curriculum as well as about
student projects focusing on finding solutions to the challenge of environmental degradation
and climate change.
In Nairobi, Prince Rahim and Princess Salwa visited a number of companies that comprise
Industrial Promotion Services (IPS), the part of the Aga Khan Fund for Economic
Development focusing on infrastructure and industrial development. These included Farmer’s
Choice, Frigoken and Allpack Industries.
In Murang’a County, Prince Rahim and Princess Salwa saw how Frigoken – an IPS agroindustrial company working with farmers to add value to their products – has partnered with
The Nature Conservancy to introduce climate change adaptation measures to help small-scale
farmers, including water pans for harvesting rainwater, drip irrigation, agroforestry and
composting.
In Nairobi, Prince Rahim and Princess Salwa were shown how Allpack Industries, an IPS
company that manufactures corrugated cardboard, has introduced a biomass boiler, as well as
a 560KW solar power unit, among other interventions, to enhance energy efficiency, reduce
water use and improve on industrial waste management.
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While at the Nation Media Group’s state-of-the-art printing plant, Prince Rahim and Princess
Salwa were taken through measures that the media house has put into place to reduce energy
consumption, improve industrial waste management and enhance safety on site. They also
learned about the Nation group’s tree planting, awareness raising, and community
engagement activities.
The Prince and Princess also visited Serena Hotel Nairobi, part of the Tourism Promotion
Services division of the Aga Khan Fund for Economic Development. Among other
environmental initiatives, Serena Hotels have introduced solar power generation capacity at
many of their safari lodges in Kenya.
At the Aga Khan University Hospital, Nairobi, the visitors were shown plans for the new 12storey University Centre, the Specialty Children’s Hospital and the proposed University
Hospital in Kampala. Prince Rahim and Princess Salwa also made a day trip to Arusha,
Tanzania to see the Aga Khan University’s (AKU) land there and to learn about the
university’s community outreach initiatives including its agricultural demonstration plots
aimed at teaching local farmers about innovative agricultural techniques. Discussions with
AKU in Nairobi and Arusha centred on environmental sustainability initiatives and the energy
efficiency and environment-friendly strategies that the university is aiming to put in place for
its upcoming projects.
In Nakuru County, Prince Rahim and Princess Salwa visited KenGen’s Olkaria Geothermal
Power Station near Naivasha - the oldest and largest geothermal power station in Africa where they received a tour of the facility and a presentation on the importance of geothermal
power as part of Kenya’s overall energy mix.
On Monday 9 March, Prince Rahim chaired a roundtable with AKDN agencies and key
external stakeholders and partners in the environmental field to discuss progress and the
potential for enhanced partnerships and joint action.
The roundtable, which was held at the historic Town Jamatkhana (Khoja Mosque), was
attended by members of the AKDN Environment and Climate Committee: Princess Salwa,
Dr. Paul Dhalla and Mr. Lutaf Kassam. Also in attendance were the Diplomatic
Representative of the Aga Khan Development Network in Kenya, Dr. Azim Lakhani and other
senior leadership from AKDN agencies in Kenya. Representatives from various other
organisations also participated, including the United Nations Environment Programme, The
Nature Conservancy, the Trillion Trees initiative and Global Wildlife Conservancy.
Key objectives of the roundtable included learning about the initiatives of AKDN and its
partners around environmental sustainability; challenges encountered and lessons learned
from the implementation of these initiatives; and exploring possibilities for enhanced
collaboration between AKDN and its partners aimed at developing practical and feasible
programmes likely to have a positive impact.
Significant outcomes from the discussions included a commitment to enhancing joint efforts
to collaborate on raising awareness about climate change and to mitigate risks; scaling up
existing sustainability initiatives to improve energy efficiency and reduce consumption;
developing climate mitigation strategies and metrics, as well as nature-based solutions to
offset carbon emissions throughout AKDN.
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NOTES
The Ismaili Imamat: The hereditary office of the Imam (Spiritual leader) of the Shia Ismaili
Muslims – His Highness the Aga Khan, concerned with the spiritual well-being of the global
Ismaili community and the improvement of the material quality of life of Ismailis and those
among whom they live.
The Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) is a global network founded by His Highness
the Aga Khan under the Ismaili Imamat, and is one of the instruments used by His Highness
to deliver on the mandate of the Imam. The AKDN brings together a number of development
agencies, institutions, and programmes in many countries and across numerous social and
economic sectors to improve the quality of life of the populations where the AKDN is present.
With over 100 years of contributing to the development of East Africa, the Network has the
largest regional presence of agencies with development institutions, programmes and
initiatives designed to create opportunities to improve the quality of life and engender selfreliance for all beneficiaries.
The AKDN Committee on Environment and Climate Change was established to develop a
policy framework on environment and climate change priorities for implementation by
AKDN world-wide. The Committee focuses on ethical guidelines and principles which
include:
•
•
•
•
•

Responsible stewardship of the environment to support future generations;
To improve the quality of life of the poor and most vulnerable people in geographies
of strategic importance to build resilience and adaptation;
To demonstrate proactive, socially responsible and values-based leadership based on
core values and ethics;
To lead by example and through knowledge-sharing, to influence policy and effect
social transformation;
To develop partnerships with key stakeholders and donors.

Read on line: https://www.akdn.org/press-release/prince-rahim-visits-east-africa-evaluateakdns-response-environmental-sustainability
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